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Fieldwork activity 1
Exploring the features of our patch

1. Gan you find any human-made features in your patch?
For example: stones, paths, ponds, walls, lights, and benches.

2. Can you identify some natural features in your patch?
For example: trees, bushes, leaf piles, logs, and rocks.

3. How big are the features you see?
Write down your best guess - you can use a ruler or tape measure

to measure too.

4. Are there any tall spaces that birds might like?
Tall spaces mean having a good view of any predators in the area.

5. Can you identify the different parts of the biggest

features in the space?

For example: a tree is made up of roots, a trunk, branches, and
leaves which are all parts of the habitat that might be great places
for different wildlife.

6. Would you describe your patch as tidy or messy in

terms of the amount of leaf litter on the ground?
What Kinds of wildlife might benefit from having a lot of leaves on

the ground?

7. 1s your patch open (exposed) or does it offer hiding
places and shelter for wildlife?



Fieldwork activity 2
Identifying who lives in our patch

1. Can you see any animals or insects using your habitat?
Can you identify what they are? (These could be birds, mammals,

insects, or other small organisms)

2. Can you identify any lichens on the surface of trees or

rocks in your habitat?

Lichens are plant-like organisms that grow on stones, tree trunks,
dead wood, and on the ground. Many lichens look like flat, crusty
blotches and can be food for insects.

If you have magnifying glasses, you can examine these lichens

closely.

3. Look up into the trees and the sky, can you see any
birds?

If you close your eyes and listen, can you hear any sounds of birds?
If you have binoculars, use these to look closely at any birds in your
patch.

4. Do you see any signs of wildlife? e
For example: bird poo on the ground around a tree telllng us birds
use this space even if you do not see any birds in your patch,

spider webs.

5. Animals need food and water in their habitat. Do any
of the trees or plants in your patch offer food or water for
wildlife?

For example: seeds, flowers, leaf litter (look for leaves that have
fallen on the ground in large amounts providing a cover over the
ground), or puddles.

6. If there are any rocks, large stones or small logs in
your patch, can look underneath these to see if anything
is living there?

Be careful not to lift anything that is too large or heavy and make
sure you place the stone/rock carefully back once you have looked
so as not to disturb any wildlife. You can use your magnifying dglass
to look closely.



Fieldwork activity 3
Imaging other lives in our patch

1. Considering the wildlife you have found in your patch.
Can you think of any things that could be added to your patch that

might help the plants or wildlife you have found?

2. What do you think your patch is like at night?
Would we find wildlife in the space at this time?

3. Choose 1 insect, bird or animal that you

have found in your patch today and think about whata

day in their life might be like.

You can draw this as a diagram or write this down as notes or a
short story if you prefer.



This Fieldwork Booklet was made with the help of
University of Liverpool scientist Dr Rudi Vespoor for the
Art For Nature Project. This project explores the question
how we live well and thrive with our animal neighbours in
urban environments.
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